
Writing Tasks – week 5 – w.b. 18th May 

Your tasks for writing for this week are going to be linked to a topic that is hot in 

the news and a current global issue – plastic pollution. 

 

Day 1 

Today you are 
going to link 
reading and 
writing. Read 
through the 
following extract 
and answer the 
questions below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- What does the word commodities mean? Have a go at working this out without using a 
dictionary (read around the word to help you/replace the words with others that make sense). 

- Which word tells you that the plastic production is increasing quickly? 

- What do you think the author means by single-use plastic? 

- Can you find out what fossil fuel is? 

- Are you able to think of any single use plastics that are likely to be discarded just a few 
minutes after its one time usage? 



Day 2  

Today your work is going to be based around a clip that was made by a group in California to 

raise awareness for the over-use and environmental factors of using plastic bags.  

 

 

BEFORE YOU WATCH THE CLIP, based on the information you have been given, what do you 

think the clip will contain? 

- what images will be shown? 

- what will the presenter/narrator say? 

- will the language used be formal/informal? 

- what will the clip do for the reader? (entertain/inform/persuade/instruct) 

- what information will be used? 

 

 

Once you have answered the questions either in a discussion with a family member or bullet 

points, you can watch the following clip! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLgh9h2ePYw&safe=active 

 

 

AFTER WATCHING THE CLIP, have a go at answering the following questions: 

- what is the style of the clip based on? 

- did the style of the clip surprise you? 

- why is the clip done like this? 

- what is the purpose of the clip? 

- how will this impact a viewer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLgh9h2ePYw&safe=active


Day 3 

Today you are going to be thinking about the benefits and negative effects of plastic in order 

to help you with some writing on days 4 and 5. It might be helpful to organise your ideas from 

today into a table that is clear to read like something below. We expect this table to be full of 

ideas and you to be using formal language.  

The more you list today, the easier you will find the writing over the next couple of days. 

Pros of using plastic Cons of using plastic 
 
- used in lots of different industries  
- can be moulded to fit products/purpose 
 

 
- single use 
- harms the environment  

 

We have added the following pictures to help get you started with the pros and cons of plastic 

use.  

 

 

 

 



Day 4 

We are feeling kind today so today’s writing is going to be of your choice!   

The writing must contain a balanced argument of both the pros and cons of plastic pollution 

so this is why your notes from yesterday will be helpful!  

Some ideas of styles of writing are listed below: 

- non chronological report (same as last week) about the effects of plastic pollution 

- a David Attenborough inspired script (like the clip you watched this week) 

- an informative leaflet about plastic pollution 

- a persuasive letter to someone who might be concerned with plastic pollution (government, supermarkets) 

When we did this unit in school last year, we had some extremely high quality pieces of 

writing as children were passionate about this issue – we are hoping for the same this year 

despite the circumstances! 

 

Today you need to plan your piece of writing. No matter what style you are choosing to write in, this is a 

helpful planning guide. Each style will need an introduction, main paragraphs and a conclusion. 

 

 



Day 5 

Today you are going to be writing your piece on plastic pollution. 

Please check the list below before you start writing as we would expect these to 

be included! 

- High level punctuation () - ; :  

- Co-ordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS – for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 

- Subordinating conjunctions (AWHITEBUS – although, when, if, that, even though, because, until, since 

– and others!!) 

- Parenthesis (extra information marked by () - , ) 

 

Remember – your piece should be engaging, informative and persuasive.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure you are sending your 

writing through Seesaw or email. We 

want to read these and see how creative 

you have been with your own choice of 

writing.   

 

 

 


